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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

1 . The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: specification should 
not mention claims (page2, lines 1-3). Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Objections 

1 . Claims 4-6, 8-10 objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75(c) as being in improper form because a 
multiple dependent claim should refer to other claims in the alternative only, and cannot depend 
from any other multiple dependent claims. See MPEP § 608.01(n). Accordingly, the claims 4-6, 
8-10 have not been further treated on the merits. 

2. Claim 2 objected to because of tine following informalities: it is not clear what 
"the latter" refers to. Appropriate correction is required. 

3. Claim 7 objected to because of the following informalities: line 3, "in that it is 
designed to be able to perform": it is not clear what "it" refers to; line 4, "when these are 
switched off": it is not clear what "these" refers to. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the EngUsh language. 
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5. Claims 1-2, 4-8 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by US patent 
6353765 to Shinotsuka. 

As to claim 1, Shinotsuka discloses a method for management of availability of functions 
(col. 2, lines 54-65) in a network of electronic devices (abstract; figure 1-4; col. 5, lines 1-5) by a 
server connected to the network, characterized in that functions of the devices are performed by 
the server when the devices are switched off (col. 7, lines 14-43). 

As to claim 2, Shinotsuka discloses a method as claimed in claim 1, characterized in that 
before shutting down a device transmits a command and where applicable data to the server 
whereupon the latter takes over certain standby functions of the device (figure 5: delegation 
request message). 

As to claim 4, this claim was objected to due to multiple dependencies. For the sake of 
examination, examiner assumes this claim depends on claim 1 . Shinotsuka discloses a method as 
claimed in claim 1 , characterized in that the server automatically detects and monitors the 
connection of networks and/or active devices (col. 28, lines 57-col. 29, line 6). 

As to claim 5, this claim was objected to due to multiple dependencies. For the sake of 
examination, examiner assumes this claim depends on claim 1 . Shinotsuka discloses a method as 
claimed in claims 1 , characterized in that the server informs a device newly connected to the 
network that it is present and which functions it can perform (col. 28, lines 57 - col. 29, line 6; 
figure 9-10, 20, 23). 

As to claim 6, this claim was objected to due to multiple dependencies. For the sake of 
examination, examiner assumes this claim depends on claim 1 . Shinotsuka discloses a method as 
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claimed in claim 1, characterized in that the devices are televisions, video recorders, set-top 
boxes, computers and/or domestic appliances (col. 5, lines 6-7; figure 1). 

As to claim 7, Shinotsuka discloses a server for management of availability of functions 
in a network of electronic devices, containing a central processor (col. 7, line 22), a memory 
(figure 1, 2H, 2G, 3H, 3G) and at least one network interface (figure 1, 31), characterized in that 
it is designed to be able to perform standby functions of the devices when these are switched off 
(col. 7, lines 14-43). 

As to claim 8, this claim was objected to due to multiple dependencies. For the sake of 
examination, examiner assumes this claim depends on any one of the claims 1 to 6. Shinotsuka 
discloses a server, characterized in that it is designed to perform a method as claimed in any one 
of claims 1 to 6 (see similar rejections to claims 1-6). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claim 3 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over US patent 6353765 
to Shinotsuka, in view of US patent 5729595 to Kugell et al. 

As to claim 3, Shinotsuka does not expressly disclose server transmits with time delay 
data to and/or fi-om a disconnected device. Kugell et al. discloses a method as claimed in claim 1 



Application/Control Number: 10/506,838 Page 5 

Art Unit: 4134 

or 2, characterized in that the server transmits with time delay data to and/or trom a disconnected 
device (col. 5, lines 15-26). 

At the time of invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skilled in the 
art to combine the method disclosed by Shinotsuka with the method disclosed by Kugell et al. 
regarding server transmits with time delay data to and/or from a disconnected device. The 
suggestion/motivation of the combination would have been to provide methods of delivering 
inbound fax service even when the fax machine is busy (Kugell et al, col. 2, lines 52-55). 
8. Claims 9 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over US patent 6353765 
to Shinotsuka, in view of US patent 4642607 to Strom et al. 

As to claim 9, this claim was objected to due to multiple dependencies. For the sake of 
examination, examiner assumes this claim depends on claim 7. Shinotsuka does not expressly 
disclose an interface for data transmission in a power supply network and is designed to receive 
data from the power supply network and after any processing retransmit these on at least one 
phase line of the power supply network. Strom et al. discloses an interface for data transmission 
in a power supply network and is designed to receive data fi-om the power supply network and 
after any processing retransmit these on at least one phase line of the power supply network (col. 
2, lines 14-42). 

At the time of invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skilled in the 
art to combine the method disclosed by Shinotsvika with the method disclosed by Strom et al. 
regarding transmitting data using power lines. The suggestion/motivation of the combination 
would have been to utilize pre-existing AC power lines in the communication link to enable the 
retrofitting of the existing buildings (Strom et al., col. 1, lines 20-27). 
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9. Claims 10 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over US patent 6353765 
to Shinotsuka, in view of US patent 6700954 to Pflaum. 

As to claim 10, this claim was objected to due to multiple dependencies. For the sake of 
examination, examiner assumes this claim depends on claim 7. Shinotsuka does not expressly 
disclose different transmitter and receiver modules. Pflaum discloses the server contains 
inputs/outputs for connection of different transmitter and receiver modules, where the transmitter 
and receiver modules can communicate with devices of network and the server can transmit data 
between the transmitter and receiver modules (figure 1). 

At the time of invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skilled in the 
art to combine the method disclosed by Shinotsuka with the method disclosed by Pflaum 
regarding servers having different transmitter and receiver modules. The suggestion/motivation 
of the combination would have been to provide a telephone with integrated answering machine 
with which fax messages can be reliably received without great technical outlay (Pflaum, col. 2, 
lines 35-38). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to HUA FAN whose telephone number is (571)270-53 1 1 . The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:30am-5pm EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessfiil, the examiner's 
supervisor. Derrick Ferris can be reached on (571) 272-3 123. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained trom the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/H. F./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 4134 
/Derrick W Ferris/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 4134 



